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Little River Work Unit
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By Ryan Holland, Registered Forester/Work Unit Manager
Alabama Forestry Commission

Little River

Comprised of Escambia, Monroe, and Conecuh coun-
ties, the Little River Work Unit is located in the 
Southwest Region of the state. It was given the name 
“Little River” because it is home to both Little River 

State Forest and the river that flows through the area. This work 
unit consists of six employees that cover 1.3 million acres of 
timberland. Based on state severance tax records, these counties 
are three of the highest timber producers in Alabama and home 
to three pole mills, three sawmills, two paper mills, and one 
plywood mill.

The Little River Work Unit performs several tasks that include 
wildfire suppression, prescribed burning, providing landowners 
advice, servicing cost-share programs, monitoring for insect/
disease issues, participating in forestry planning committees, and 
working with partners to provide school programs such as Class-
room in the Forest and Forestry Awareness Week Now (FAWN) 
programs. Additionally, work unit personnel perform all manage-
ment activities at Little River State Forest and Hauss Nursery. 
Some of the events from this past year include a ‘Hooked on 
Conservation’ fishing day and a Legislative Learn & Burn at 
Little River State Forest, fall landowner tours in both Escambia 
and Monroe counties, Conecuh County Classroom in the Forest, 
and a Pine Decline Workshop. Monroe County is also home to 
the 2024 Helene Mosley Memorial TREASURE Forest Award 
winner Jess Martin. 

At approximately 4,985 acres, Little River State Forest is lo-
cated in both Escambia and Monroe counties. The forest doubled 
in size in 2020 with the acquisition of 2,885 acres to go along 

with the original 2,100 acres. While the original state forest 
consists of natural and planted longleaf pine, the new addition 
contains mainly loblolly pine that will be eventually converted to 
longleaf when timber is harvested. The Claude D. Kelley Recre-
ational Area within the state forest features a 71-acre park, that 
although currently closed will be reopening in a few years after 
renovations are completed. The redesign features new RV sites 
and several improvements to the 25-acre lake along with other 
infrastructure. The Alabama Forestry Commission (AFC) part-
ners with the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources, 
Wildlife and Freshwater Fisheries Division, to provide the public 
with a Special Opportunity Area (SOA) hunting on the new addi-
tion as well as hunting for the physically impaired on the original 
state forest. 

Hauss Nursery, located in Escambia County, covers 300 acres. 
The site mainly consists of planted longleaf pine with some of 
it in a silvopasture configuration. The AFC currently leases a 
portion of the property to Pacific Regeneration Technologies, 
Inc. (PRT). This company has established a nursery on site that 
produces several million containerized longleaf, loblolly, and 
slash pine. 

Personnel in the Little River Work Unit includes Forest Ranger 
Lucas Newby and Forestry Management Specialist Thomas 
Davis in Escambia County; Forest Ranger Jordan Tolbert and 
Forestry Management Specialist April Hall in Monroe County; 
Forestry Specialist Supervisor Jerry Calhoun and Work Unit 
Manager Ryan Holland in Conecuh County.



Sponsor Directory

Thompson Tractor
www.thompsontractor.com
10120 Hwy 80 East | Montgomery, AL 36117
334.215.5205

Rex Lumber 
www.rex-lumber.com  
P.O. Box 948
1946 County Road 7714 | Troy, AL 36081
334.770.0950

Warrior Tractor & Equipment Company 
www.warriortractor.com  
6801 McFarland Blvd W | Northport, AL 35476
205.339.0300

Alabama Farmers Federation
AlfaFarmers.org
2108 E. South Blvd | Montgomery, AL 36116
334.288.3900

Southland Transportation Group
www.southlandtransportationgroup.com
1563 Maxwell Blvd | Montgomery, AL 36104 
800.844.4102 | 334.832.4102

Alabama TREASURE Forest Association 
TREASUREForest.org

Alabama AG Credit
Alabamaagcredit.com
800.579.5471

Alabama Forestry Association
Alaforestry.org
555 Alabama Street | Montgomery, AL 36104

Jasper Lumber Company 
Jasperlumber.com
2700 Highway 78 W | Jasper, AL 35501
205.385.3140

JM Wood Auction Company Inc.
Jmwood.com
3475 Ashley Road | Montgomery, AL 36108
334.264.3265

G.R. Manufacturing, Inc. 
www.grtractors.com
4800 Commerce Dr | Trussville, AL 35173 
800.841.8001 | 205.655.8001

K & S Lumber
kandslumber@outlook.com
P.O. Box 928 | Vernon, AL  35592

Ogden Management Company
omo.omc@gmail.com
P.O. Box 483 | Sulligent, AL 35586

Lake Martin Pecan Company LLC.
lakemartinpecancompany@gmail.com
21524 US Hwy 280 | Camp Hill, AL 36850
256.896.4011

Chapman Plywood and Timber Products 
www.bc.com
102 Main Street. Chapman, AL 36015
Chapman, AL, 36015
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The Alabama Forestry Commission Celebrates 100 Years!

Serving Alabama's 
Forest Landowners  

for 100 Years
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BlackGum
By Thomas (TJ) Stoudenmire, FIA Forester, Alabama Forestry Commission

Take a walk in the forest in late August or early Sep-
tember and you might catch a glimpse of a wallflower 
among its fellow forest neighbors. A flash of orange 
draws your eye to where the verdant color of late sum-

mer was before. A blackgum tree, having waited patiently for its 
moment to shine, modestly heralds the changing of the seasons. 
The brilliant reddish orange of this early display of fall color 
gives way to the presence of an unassuming, well-mannered tree 
– one that is ecologically, aesthetically, and economically useful. 
The blackgum’s history with the Southeastern US is long and sto-
ried, most famously as the source of fine honey. Prized by many, 
the blackgum offers colorful and resilient potential as a native 
tree for your forest and landscape. 

The blackgum, Nyssa sylvatica, is one of several species of 
tupelo found throughout the Southeast. Ranging from central 
Florida to Maine, blackgum trees are highly adaptable. The name 
tupelo came from the Muscogee Creek language ito opilwa, 
meaning ‘swamp tree.’ Unlike its water-loving kin, the blackgum 
prefers well-drained soils. Blackgums are tolerant of a range of 
conditions but prefer the dryer conditions found on upper slopes 
and in residential landscapes. With a moderate rate of growth, 
blackgums reach an average of 60 to 80 feet in height with an 
oval-shaped crown that stretches out 30 to 40 feet wide. In urban 
environments, its size tends to be more limited. Its manageable 
habit makes for an excellent landscape tree for residential use. 
This can make the blackgum useful for providing shade for small-
er lots where canopy space can be limited. Garden-improved 
varieties exist; however, in a forested setting, seed-grown stock is 
best to retain the species’ genetic diversity and adaptability. 

A member of the dogwood family, Cornaceae, this species 
produces flowers laden with nectar, later forming berries that are 

foraged enthusiastically by many wildlife species. Flowers are 
small and whitish, borne in clusters profusely through the canopy 
in the spring. Small and inconspicuous, often overlooked, the 
flowers mature to form blackish-blue berries. Its leaves appear 
oblong in shape, alternating down the stem. Their inconspicuous 
appearance often allows the blackgum to disappear into the forest 
canopy until its early display of autumn color appears. Fall color 
is a range of reds, oranges, and even shades of purple.

A favorite with honeybees, the blackgum is renowned among 
beekeepers as a source of fine-quality honey. The famous tupelo 
honey is from several aquatic gum species found on the South-
eastern coast, with ‘gum honey’ being highly sought after in the 
Appalachian regions. Traditionally, blackgum trees were valued 
as ‘bee gums,’ with hives made from hollowed-out sections of 
the tree’s trunk. The tree’s habit of dying back from the top down 
combined with durable wood, creates cavities within its long-
standing trunk, providing an ideal place for honeybees to swarm. 
It’s this quality that provides not only homes for honeybees but 
also for many cavity-dwelling wildlife species. The wood of the 
blackgum is durable, given its rot resistance with interlocking 
grain. Frequently utilized for pallets and crates, blackgum wood 
is also favored by woodcarvers for its ease on power tools and 
low fuzzing of the exposed grain.  

Often overlooked among its neighbors, the blackgum has much 
to offer in a variety of ways. The tree has been influencing cultures 
in the South since mankind first settled there. Modest in growth 
and appearance, the blackgum performs well in either forest lands 
or in the yard. While not showy or famous like many other tree 
species, the blackgum deserves a place in your forest or yard. 

A sweet A sweet && resilient tree resilient tree


